
CHIMPANZEES

7 MYA−PRESENT

BONOBOS

7 MYA−PRESENT

AUSTRALOPITHECUS 
GARHI  
2.5 MYA−2 MA

AUSTRALOPITHECUS 
AFRICANUS

3 MYA−2.3 MA

HOMO HABILIS

2.5 MYA−1.8 MYA

HOMO ERECTUS

1.8 MYA−0.2 MYA

HOMO ANTECESSOR

1.2 MYA−0.04 MYA

HOMO SAPIENS

0.2 MYA−PRESENT

HOMO  
HEIDELBERGENSIS

0.5 MYA−0.2 MYA

HOMO
NEANDERTHALENSIS

0.2 MYA−0.03 MYA

AFRICAN HOMO ERECTUS 
(HOMO ERGASTER)

1.8 MYA−1.4 MYA

OUR SPECIES

SAHELANTHROPUS 
TCHADENSIS

7 MYA

ORRORIN 
TUGENENSIS

6 MYA

ARDIPITHECUS

5.5 MYA–4 MYA

AUSTRALOPITHECUS 
ANAMENSIS

4.1 MYA−3.8 MYA

AUSTRALOPITHECUS 
AFARENSIS

3.9 MYA−3 MYA

The shape of our evolutionary tree is changing as science advances and the discovery of new fossils sheds 
new light. The links between chimpanzees/ bonobos and Australopithecus are controversial, and little is 
known about the enigmatic Orrorin tugenensis or Ardipithecus.
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